. These modulatory effects on BFU-e colony formation by macrophages were duplicated by supernatants derived from macrophage cultures (Fig.  4) .
Since
in these cultures no red cell colonies are generated in the absence of erythropoietin, the possibility that at least the stimulatory effect might result from erythropoietin production by macrophages in culture was also considered. Exhypoxic polycythemic mice were used to assay macrophage-conditioned supernatant for erythropoietin, and neither the conditioned media nor a concentrate of it showed measurable erythropoietin activity. 
